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There exists a deep and broad population of Christians who feel the labels of “liberal” and 

“evangelical” both describe their faith and limit their expression of it. By working to reclaim 

the traditional, historical meanings of these terms, and showing how they complement 

rather than oppose each other, Wesley Wildman and Stephen Chapin Garner stake a claim 

for the moderate Christian voice in today’s polarized society.

Lost in the Middle? guides readers through a process of diagnosis and articulation, offering 

complementary perspectives on the phenomenon, problem, and promise of Christians with 

both liberal and evangelical instincts. The authors show how individuals and institutions 

alike can reclaim and celebrate the highest virtues of both liberal and evangelical Christian-

ity, and how doing so can lead to the creation of authentic and vibrant communities of faith.

Pastors, congregational leaders, seminarians, and all thoughtful Christians will learn how 

truly moderate Christianity can unite the compassionate openness and social activism of 

liberal Christianity with the magnetism and spiritual fervor of evangelical Christianity. You 

may feel lost in the middle, but you are not alone there. The middle may be the place where 

you find yourself living most authentically.

ABOUT the AUTHORS
Wesley J. Wildman is 
Associate Pastor of Theology and 
Ethics at Boston University. His 
research and writing focuses on 
interdisciplinary topics connecting 
religion with the natural and 
social sciences. He is ordained in 
the Uniting Church in Australia 
and has seven years full-time 
parish experience in moderate 
Christian churches. Stephen 
Chapin Garner is the senior 
pastor of the United Church of 
Christ in Norwell, Massachusetts. 
He has just completed his DMin in 
homiletics focusing on the role of 
first-person narratives in sermons.

Size: 6” x 9” 
AL372 (Winter 2008-09)

Paperback: $18.00 
ISBN 978-1-56699-372-2

NEW from ALBAN!

F A X  O R  M A I L  Y O U R  O R D E R  T O :  The Alban Institute, P.O. Box 933433 Atlanta, GA, 31193 FAX: 866-448-4391

S E N D  T O

A D D R E S S

C I T Y         S T AT E        Z I P

P H O N E   E - M A I L

C H A R G E  T O :       M A S T E R  C A R D        E X P I R AT I O N  D AT E

C A R D  N O .

A M E R I C A N  E X P R E S S

Quantity x $18.00 =
Shipping and handling:
$5.60 for orders of $20.00 and under. For 
orders above $20.00, see shipping chart on 
our website for total shipping charges.

Claiming an Inclusive Faith for
Christians Who Are Both Liberal
and Evangelical
By Wesley J. Wildman and Stephen
Chapin Garner

Lost in the Middle?

V I S A

“We think the words ‘liberal’ and ‘evangelical’ are quite poorly understood. Un-
derstanding them well makes it easier to see how they fit together naturally. We 
know these labels can become caricatures, so we use them advisedly. But they 
are ingrained in contemporary Christian life, and we need them both to express 
the richness of a profoundly traditional vision of Christian faith and church life.”

— from Lost in the Middle?


