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How should the church respond to the cultural and societal changes going on around it? 

Should it reject the historic traditions that served the early Christian church or should it turn 

a blind eye to the changes happening in modern society? Neither, as Cassandra D. Carkuff 

Williams advocates—we should and must recover and reclaim our foundations and reinter-

pret them in light of present-day realities. 

In Learning the Way: Reclaiming Wisdom from the Earliest Christian Communities, Williams sug-

gests that the biggest problems facing the church today are the victim mentality created out of 

its own presumptions and that we have allowed society to dictate how we lead our churches. 

Williams explores early Christian communities and their practices in order to identify prin-

ciples for discipleship formation. She then offers expert advice on how to approach modern-

day issues of Christian education and discipleship formation based on the examples set forth 

by our earliest forebears in the faith. 

As Williams states, “Discipleship is a way of being grounded in vocation, nurtured within 

community, and guided by tradition.” This book provides an overview of the past in order 

that we might take the proven example of early christians and apply it toward our present 

and our future.
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“If you are serious about engaging in authentic discipleship in times of change 
and in contexts of increasing religious diversity, this is the book you’ll want to 
read. ” —Pat Baxter, Associate Pastor for Education and Congregational Care, Sun 
City West, Arizona


